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1, The city is located om flat ground on both banks of the Maritsa river.
It is surrounded on all sides by vineyards, fields, and orchards. The
town i Jmportant for its sillworm industry.

2. After the arrival-qf the Commnists most of the small stores Wers eliminated
end construction was begun on large stores; none of which are completed.
In the north section of the town source obzerved a large three-story
building under comstruction which, it is said, will become a hospitel. The
streets of the town are straight, wide, and unpaved, and electrically lighted.

3. Among the important buildings of the town is a four-story silk factory which
is enclosed in a large courtyard. Ancther fourw-story building is the
govermment Palace which is the seat of the District Directorate. The
principal street, the Istarbul Avenue, runs from the station through the
conter of tovm straight to the border. On this avemie are located the
govermment palace, the court, the liilitia, the post office, and such
departments as the Directorate of Supply. Opposite this building are the
mmicipal of fices, the banks. the Sofia end Maritsa hotels, and the border
central headquarters.

4, The population is estimated ot 12,000, Minorities include a mwber of
Armenian fomilies and a gypsy querter. I pecple in th gqx
give less attention to religion todey. The Commnists are endea.vo:%ng o
shake religious beliefs by every means, and in the surrounding country they
heve ordered work deys on Sundays and religious holidays so as to keep
people from going to church,

5o The railroad station, the Gara Svilengrad, lies on the Burope-~Istenbul line.
The laritsa river is not used as a waterway., Public transportation consists
of only one bus which mekes one daily trip to the stetion and during the
rest of the day it travels between the town and the village of llladinove
located north of the tom in the foothills of the Seker Balkans. Trucks
belong to the government ard are used to carry tobacco.

CONFID L
CLASSIF!CATIOM“VEMOMRQ, w Us S, OFFICIALS OMLY

STATE 9 Navy  3F [ K] nsee DISTRIBUTION
army F DXJar  F M| Fa I |

Porument Mo, _____ 0l ...
to Change In Class. []

Declassified
Class. Changed To: TS s@
Auvth.: HR 70-2
Approved For Release 2001/03/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R hos40h 6N 2B ny: d..l...

At




- Approvedwﬁ“!%e 2001/03/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R005400260012-5

6o

7!0
25X1X

ONTROL « U. S, (FFICIALS ONLY

CENTRAL INTELLIGRICE AGEICY 25X1A

-2 - I

Host people earn their livelihood from agriculture. Besides the silk
fachory there also exist two small wool rag factories.

The town hes two hotels, the Sofia and the llaritea, nar owned and operated
by the municipality, ome co-educational lycee, and one movie theater.

no knowledge of the lilitie, but remembers the name of the Chief
of Militia in Svilengrad as Cemal. )

The class of 1928-1929 is in military service naw, An uniderrblfied bor.a925X1A
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